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[ lies die anderen Versionen / find different versions here ]

The Wilde Liga Vienna Collective formed in February 2017, inspired by the “colorful” and “wild”
leagues of Germany  (Bunte und Wilde Ligen), the tradition of “popular football” in Italy (calcio
popolare), and non-competitive soccer tournaments held in a spirit of solidarity such as Vienna’s
Ute Bock Cup, the Mondiali Antirazzisti in the region of Emilia, Italy, and the No Racism Cup in
Lecce, Italy.

Based on our understanding of football, we want to give people the opportunity to play the sport
outside  of  club structures  and rules  imposed by the  Austrian Football  Association.  This  means
friendly  games  without  performance  angst and  without  referees.  It  implies  that  the  teams  and
players themselves are responsible  for what is  happening on the pitch.  This  is  only possible if
arguments, fouls, and interferences from onlookers are kept at bay, and if we meet one another with
respect and a willingness to compromise. Overly ambitious and self-righteous forms of behavior are
obstacles to this. Fairness and consideration for everyone’s physical well-being are key principles
for enjoying football in a carefree and pleasurable environment.

Problems with opposing teams shall be resolved in peaceful ways when they occur. This can be a
challenge for some: we expect all participants to see the players on the other side of the pitch not as
adversaries, or even enemies, to be beaten by all means necessary (permitted or not), but rather as
peers, fellow spirits, and sometimes friends, with whom we want to share fun and dignity in a fair
and friendly game of football. At the end of an encounter, everyone should be looking forward to
another game in a year’s time, or during tournaments at an earlier stage. If you, in the village of
Vienna, should run into a fellow league player in a bar, or strolling along the Danube River, it
should  be  a  meeting  with  someone  you  know  and  respect  based  on  a  common  footballing
experience.

The football we play shall be characterized by equal rights, diversity, and mutual respect, no matter
one’s  gender,  sexual  orientation,  religion,  or  place  of  origin! With  our  project,  we  want  to
contribute  to  breaking down the  dominance  of  cis-men in  football.  Our goal  is  soccer  beyond
gender barriers! We can only make this happen collectively. All genders welcome! is a guideline we
are strongly committed to.

Reclaim public space! is another guideline. We consciously want to play games in public space.
Commercial interests shall be pushed to the sidelines.

The Wilde Liga Wien is self-organized and based on principles of direct democracy. All decisions
are made collectively. When, where, and how we play is decided by the teams together. All teams,
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initiatives, organizations, networks, and individuals that commit to the wild league’s colorful spirit
are invited to participate. Those who do not (yet) have a team are also welcome. Amateurs of all
districts, unite!

How do we play?

The rules of the Wilde Liga Wien are established by all teams together. However, they only serve as
suggestions and teams meeting one another are free to adjust them. Our credo is: Permitted is what
gives you pleasure and doesn’t hurt others.

Soccer cleats are not allowed. We rather see shoes designed for artificial grass, indoor soccer, or
running. Needless to say, you can also play in your bare feet. An important factor in deciding on
your footwear is the opinion of the groundskeeper. Our principles of fair play must be extended to
groundkeepers!

We  suggest  a  playing  time  of  40  minutes  (2×20),  and  teams  of  five  outfield  players  and  a
goalkeeper. Players can be substituted at any time and as often as desired.

Players are not bound to particular teams. We embrace the polyplayer! Teams can also loan players
from other teams, but you should not bring in club players just to raise your team’s performance.

We suggest to ignore the offside rule and the back-pass rule. Goalkeepers should be free to handle
the ball within their zone as they please. Unintentional hand balls should not lead to free kicks and
penalties.

These suggestions apply as long as the teams playing each other have not made other agreements.
In  the  case  of  technical  flaws  (a  perennial  favorite:  the  incorrect  throw-in),  we  should  all  be
generous as long as no one draws an unfair advantage. After all, we also want people to participate
who still have to fine-tune their motor skills.

Matches shall be played in a way that makes officials unnecessary. In the spirit of our league, no
team will accept an unjust advantage; instead, they will admit to rule violations even if not called on
them. In the case of a disagreement, the teams are expected to come to a conclusion in a cultured
manner. Ideally, things are settled right there and then by the players immediately involved. If they
prove incapable of doing so, it is a good idea to simply pass the ball to the opposing team and get on
with things.

All problems that occur on the field must be solved by the teams involved. If that is not possible, the
problems can be discussed at a Wilde Liga meeting. However, we regard it as the responsibility of
each team to avoid this. If games have to abandoned, neither team will be awarded points.

Teams are expected to respect the spirit of the Wilde Liga. If their opponents feel that this has not
been the case, the issue will be discussed at the next Wilde Liga meeting. Teams can also challenge
points  that  have been awarded to  opponents  who have acted inappropriately.  In  extreme cases,
teams can be expelled from the league.  Any such decision can only be made at  a  Wilde Liga
meeting.

Yellow and red cards do not exist. If players act out, their own team will have to ensure that they
leave the pitch. Tactical fouls – and intentional fouls in general – are harmful; so are provocations
and  insults.  Players  misbehaving  in  the  heat  of  the  moment  are  expected  to  apologize  and  to



promise to  better  themselves.  Otherwise,  they ought  to  be replaced by another  player  and feel
ashamed.

How is the Wilde Liga organized?

There will be Wilde Liga tables that can be read in various ways. They do not only list results but
also provide information on fair play. At the end of the season, teams leading the fair play table will
be awarded, while no one will be awarded for the highest number of victories. Instead, we will
celebrate each other at an after-party that we will organize collectively.

Since there is no binding schedule, teams have to agree on when to play each other. Once such an
agreement has been made, the teams will do everything (really everything!) for the game to take
place. The decision to cancel games must not be taken lightly. Also, all teams should be willing to
meet the teams that want to play them. If two or three of your best players cannot make it, it is no
reason to cancel a game. Only personally delivered cancellations are acceptable. (Telephone, yes. E-
mail or answering machine, no.) If teams are indeed forced to cancel a game, they must do so in due
time in order to give their opponent the opportunity to meet a different opponent. It is no fun for
people to reserve a day for a game of soccer and then have no one to play with. If a team sleeps in
and misses a game, or if it forgets to cancel a game at least 48 hours before kick-off, the opponent
will be awarded a 5-0 victory, unless it agrees to reschedule the game.

There will be a Wilde Liga calendar for each season. Ideally, all teams will have played all other
teams by the end of it. On match days, both (!) teams shall send the results to the Wilde Liga’s email
account.

For the first three weekends of the season we can offer pitches. For subsequent weekends, we have
to find pitches together. That is why it is so important that all teams are active participants in the
league! If you have any suggestions for pitches, please email us. We are looking for natural and
artificial grass to celebrate (six-a-side) soccer without being forced to empty our bank accounts.

Wilde Liga Meetings

Each team should help shape the Wilde Liga. Our rules will be constantly readjusted. In order to
coordinate the league, team representatives will come together in regular meetings.

The  Wilde  Liga  meetings  are  the  league’s  central  decision-making  body.  It  is  here  where  the
league’s ambition and structure will be defined and redefined. The meetings are based on solidarity
and mediation, and we aim to make decisions by consensus.

At  the  meetings,  we  will  exchange  experiences,  draw schedules,  and  deal  with  organizational
questions.  If  serious  problems  occur,  the  meeting  will  try  to  find  a  solution.  That’s  why it  is
important that each team sends at least one representative to each meeting.

The social significance of the meetings must not be underestimated either. People who regularly
share a beverage get to know each other and become good companions on the pitch.

Forward! And don’t forget: The dignity of the ball is inviolable!
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